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THE MISSIONARY 
He didn’t know he was a missionary, but he was.   

that young man in our church gymnasium,  
playing basketball with teenagers,  

transforming the hall into a place of worship. 
squeaking shoes, a thumping ball 

and shouting voices were the hymns. 
Laughter was the sermon:  play was the invitation… 

to come again, to join the flock,  
to know that God and church can be fun. 
Somewhere in the bleachers of eternity, 

God must have cheered:  cheered for the young man 
who was a missionary and didn’t know it. 

In the same way, God cheers for each of us. 
You see, church services aren’t only in sanctuaries. 

Missionaries don’t serve only in faraway places. 
Church or mission work can happen  

wherever a Christian is.  
For we are all ministers; we are all missionaries. 

                                                                    Flora Reigada 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING  
GOAL $1,000 DURING NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 2010 
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“Christmas Thrill”  

Sunday Morning  
Services 
8:15 am  

Chatterbox Cafe 
8:00 am 
Worship  

(Karen Language) 
8:45 am  

Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

ATTENDANCE 
October 17  183 
October 24  174 
October 31  184 
November 7  142 

November 14  156 
 
 

There’s a thrill in the air.  Are you beginning to sense it?  
With the start of November, businesses put up Christmas 
decorations and displays.  A large part of their motive is  
financial, of course - Christmas being the biggest commer-
cial time of year.  Businesses are anxious to gain or re-gain 
ground.  We start to hear bell-ringers and Holiday tunes.  
Then the parties and special festivities start. Before you 
know it, we’re in full swing for Christmas … again.  It’s easy 
to get swept along in all the holiday hubbub. Yet as follow-

ers of Jesus how can we live this time of year to the fullest and keep our faith 
central? 
  
1.  JOIN THE SEASON OF CELEBRATION AT CHURCH.  The first Sunday 
of advent is November 28.  We’ll celebrate this day with special activities at 
church, including a Hanging of the Green service.  Each Sunday until Christ-
mas we’ll celebrate an aspect of the coming of the Christ child.  If you want to 
live this season more deeply, come to church. 
  
2.  INTENTIONALLY GIVE FROM THE HEART.  How do we do that?  We all 
can get caught up in the annual gift exchange.  Yet the gifts that make a larger 
difference aren’t necessarily bought in a store.  Think of those who matter in 
your life.  A word of love and appreciation could well be the most treasured 
gift.  A phone call, a note or letter, even a composed poem might well be the 
most lasting gift of the season.  Even saying the simple and sincere words, “I 
love you.”  Don’t miss this opportunity. 
  
3.  FORGIVE.  One of the most liberating things you might do this Christmas is 
forgive.  Patterns of unforgiveness can form like crusty shells around our 
heart.  If you truly want to bless the Lord, others, and even yourself, then re-
lease others through forgiveness into the wise and loving care of God.  “Make 
not of thy heart a casket, slow to open, quick to close.  But of bread a wide-
mouth basket, and a cup that overflows.”  - George MacDonald 
  
May God bless your holiday season and  
create in us a sacred remembrance of all our 
many blessings with thankful hearts.   
 
Your Pastors, 
Deb and Flint Miller 
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LIFELINE: IS THIS FOR YOU?  
Lifeline is a medical alert service. A medical alert service can help independent older adults and individuals with 
chronic medical conditions feel more confident to continue living independently in the one place they feel most com-
fortable-their own home.  
 
ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS:  
1. Are you alone for several hours during the day and/or night?  
2. In the past year, have you fallen or been afraid of failing in your home?  
3. Have you been hospitalized or been to the emergency room in the past year!  
4. Do you have at least one of these chronic ailments: heart disease, stroke, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, osteoporosis, diabetes, or arthritis?  
5. Do you use a cane, walker, wheelchair, stair climber or other assistive device 
to help with balance or walking?  
6. Are you required to take several daily medications?  
7. Do you require assistance with at least one of the following activities: bathing, 
toileting, dressing, meal preparation, etc?  
8. Would a medical alert provide peace of mind for you or your loved ones?  
9. Is it important to you to continue living independently?  
 
DETERMINE YOUR NEED:  
Your number of "yes" answers indicates the level of need for a medical alert service.  
1.       6-9 ""YES" ANSWERS  
This high score indicates that there is a serious risk for a fall or other medical incident, suggesting that a medical alert 
service may be strongly advised.  
2.       3-5 "YES" ANSWERS  
This score indicates that there is a risk for a fall or other incident, suggesting that a medical alert service would be 
helpful and should be considered.  
3,       1-2 “YES” ANSWERS 
This score indicates that a medical alert service could be an important step towards maintaining independent living.  
 
HOW THE LIFELINE SERVICE WORKS:  
1. SUMMON HELP  
    Simply push your Lifeline Help Button at any time to connect to our 24/7 Response Center. NOTE: If you have   
    our Lifeline with Auto Alert option, you will get an added layer of protection, as your Auto Alert Help Button will  
    automatically place a call for help if a fall is detected and you are unable to push your button.  
 
2. HEAR A REASSURING VOICE  
    A Lifeline Response Associate will access your profile and assess the situation.   
3. KNOW HELP IS ON THE WAY  
    A Response Associate will contact a neighbor, loved one, or emergency services based on your specific needs, 
    and will follow up to confirm that help has arrived.  
 
Barb and I were both visiting nurses and saw how helpful Lifeline was to the patients. Medicare does not pay 
for this service. If you are interested in learning more about Lifeline contact one of us. Please consider this if 
you feel unsafe in your home due to failing. We have coupons for a discount that lasts until the end of  
December.  
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"Love and Acceptance" 

Normally, I would try and compose an article that's musically-based, but I 
wanted instead to share with all of you a short story that was sent to me earlier 
in the week. It's a cute reminder of how we should treat each 
other....Enjoy! 
 
THIS IS A FABLE OF THE PORCUPINE. 
 
It was the coldest winter ever. Many animals died because of the  
extremely cold temperatures. The porcupines, realizing the gravity of the situa-
tion, decided to huddle together for warmth. By grouping together they covered 
and protected themselves, however, their sharp quills wounded their closest 
companions. They decided to distance themselves, one from the other, and 
soon they began to die, alone and frozen. 

 
So, they had to make a choice:  
They had to either accept the quills of their companions or disappear from the earth. Wisely, they decided 
to go back to huddling together and staying close. In this manner they learned to live with the little wounds 
that were caused by the close relationship with their fellow companions, but more importantly was the heat 
that came from the others. By choosing this decision the porcupines were able to survive. 
 
MORAL OF THE STORY: 
 
The best relationship is NOT the one that brings together perfect people, but the best is when each individ-
ual learns to live with the imperfections of others and can admire the other's good qualities. 
 
"Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from God and those who are loving and kind 
show that they are the children of God, and that they are getting to know him better. But if a person isn't 
loving and kind, it shows that he doesn't know God - for God is love. God showed us how much he loves us 
by sending his only Son into this wicked world to bring us eternal life through his 
death. In this act we see what real love is: it is not our love for God, but his love 
for us when he sent his Son to satisfy God's anger against our sins. Dear friends, 
since God loved us as much as that, we surely ought to love each other too. For 
though we have never yet seen God, when we love each other God lives in us 
and his love within us grows ever stronger." (1 John:7-12) 
 
With love, 
 
Jill Barnhart 

JILL BARNHART 

YOU ARE INVITED……..If you 
are a boomer/buster generation, 
everyone is welcome for our third 
monthly supper and fellowship on  
Thursday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at Jess 
and Shelley Gradel's home. Please 
mark this date and join us for a 
lively holiday gathering! RSVP Shel-
ley or the office by Dec. 6.  

Schedules for Welcome Center and Children’s Sermons 
through December 
      

WELCOME CENTER  CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
November 21  Willie Newenham      November 21    Pam Crowe 
            Barb Chaney              November 28     Hanging of Green 
November 28   Shelly Gradel            December 5       Marilyn Fields 
 Kathryn Yocom & Mary Zahnley      December 12    Hei Rho Htoo 
December 5     Willie Newenham 
Marilyn Anderson & Lillian Dyer 
December 12   Melba Moody 
             Ann Watkins 
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LOOK WHO WE CAUGHT 
BEING  AN ANGEL! 

A tip of the Halo to….. 
 
Dorose Harrington and 
JoAnn Parmley for the 
beautiful  

decorations and displays they place 
on the altar every week. 
 
Bill Lee for sharing his beautiful flow-
ers with us at the Welcome Center 
every Sunday. 
 
Pam Crowe for making beautiful  
banners to advertise special events for 
our church.     
 
Shelley Gradel, chairman of the  
Diaconate, leading the way to setting 
up the new prayer room in the chapel. 
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Weekly Budget Expenses for 
2010:    
Needed—  $ 5,315.19 
Received for week of:   
October 17       $2,234.00 
October  24        1,837.50 
October 31         1,820.60 
November 7       6,007.50 
November 14     2,437.00 

Dear Church Family: 
Thank you so very much for your prayers, phone calls, and 
the many lovely cards that you sent.  You helped me through 
some hard, painful days.  I’m getting better and stronger and 
hope to see you soon.  
    Hilda Fry 
 
We would all like to show our thanks and appreciation to eve-
ryone for their prayers and support the past 11 years.  Espe-
cially to Dr. Flint and Rev. Deb for their many visits; to the 
youth on many occasions, for the pumpkins they painted and 
the carols they sang; to Pam and Jill who have been gifted 
with beautiful singing voices, for the wonderful songs they 
sung at the service.  And lastly to the ladies of the church for 
the delicious dinner after Joe’s service.  We can’t express the 
gratitude we feel for everything that’s been done for Joe and 
our family.   
                           In Christian Love,  
                                                The family of Joe Johnson, Jr. 
 
I thank you for your prayers and concern during the illness 
and death of my brother-in-law, (Bill Davis) in Tennessee. 
    Robert Moody 

 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BLOOD DRIVE 

Our next Blood Drive will be Monday, Janu-
ary 10th, 2011 here at First Baptist from 3:00 
pm - 6:30 pm.  The last date to give to be eli-
gible for our drive is November 15th.  Ques-
tions?  Please call Paula Newell @ 764-1063. 

Sunday, November 28th is the First Sunday of Advent.   

v The Christian Education Committee will serve a light breakfast at 8:00 am. 

v During the Sunday School Hour, classes and the Fellowship Hall will be decorated for 
Christmas. 

v The Hanging of the Green worship service will at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary.   

v   Sign up at the Welcome Center if you would like to volunteer your talents and services.  

v  Everyone is needed and welcomed.   
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COSTA RICA MISSION SUPPLIES 
If you are not able to attend Trivia Night on Friday, November 19th at the  

Fountains Assisted Living, Bettendorf, and would still like to contribute to the 
Costa Rica Missions trip, please make a donation by writing a check to First 
Baptist Church and putting Missions #429 in the memo line.  The funds will  

contribute to needed supplies and you will get credit on your taxes.     
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“JOURNEY WITH JESUS” 

 

 

  

  



 

Page 8    Volume 23  

WE HAVE NEEDS!!! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
The Board of Christian Education is in need of Teachers for Sunday School classes for the following 
grades:  
FUSION               Beginning   Immediately    (jr. and sr. high youth)     Exciting Curriculum provided  
K-2nd Grades     Beginning Dec. 19  
Exciting Curriculum provided (Modified rotation schedule) (See related story on next page.)  
3rd-6th Grades   Beginning December 19  
Exciting Curriculum provided (Substitutes needed for Marilyn Fields while she is away)  
(See related story on next page.)  
Please pray about these needs and consider stepping up to the joy, challenge, and privilege of 
leading the youth and children through their Christian walk! Please contact Pam Crowe at 359-4445 
or 570-1222.  

From The Nominating Committee 
 
Our boards and committees are once again getting filled for the coming year.  Thank you to 
all who have said YES to our requests to serve. 
However, if you have not been contacted and would like to serve in a particular way, just let 
any one of the Nominating Committee know.  We can always use more help for God’s Work. 
 

Bert Hinton  Jane Olmsted 
                                                   June Irwin          Willie Newenham, Chairman 

The Sewing B’s could use the following colors of embroidery floss: reds, blues, pinks,  
yellows, and white.  They use them to tie their quilts.   

POINSETTIAS TO 
DECORATE  

THE SANCTUARY  
will go on sale start-
ing this Sunday,  
November 14th. The 
price this year is $7.50.  Make 
checks payable to First Baptist 
Church with the word poinsettias 
in the memo line.  See Dorose  
Harrington or JoAnn Parmley to 
place an order.  Deadline is  
Sunday, November 28. 

 
 

Adults like churches that have small groups! At FBC, we have 
the following small groups: 

 
Men's Fellowship Breakfast 

Women's Ministry Group 
Woman's Bible Study...day and night groups 

Two adult Sunday School Classes 
Two prayer groups....day and night 

Boomer/Buster Life Group 
Adult Choir 

Handbell Choir 
Praise and Worship Team 

Red Hat Club 
 
What are your needs for a small group?  What kind of small 
group would you like our church to start?  
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Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man 
is powerful and  effective.  
     James 5:16 (NIV) 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Amber 
Brian Fischer 
Cathy McGill     

Chastidy Lentz  
David Miller  
Don Phillis 

Don Wilkins 
Duane Dyer 

Eileen Ewers 
Gene Myers  

George Nelson 
Jacob Schweitzer 

Jane Laedeke    
Jan Harmon 

Jeannette Wood  
Janita Kazinski 

Jim Wells 
Joel  & Fran Buller 

Laura Brennan 
Ms. Sierra (Glenview  teacher) 

Mark Shipley 
Peggy Hanske  
Rick Trinrud 

Roberta Pridham 
Dorose & Roy Harrington 

Sharon Angelo 
Stella (Theresa Ewers Friend) 

Teresa & Chris Bivens 
Zack Beckman  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY 
 Dorathy Foster (Park Vista)        
Eleanor Lewis (Park Vista)            
 Betty McBride (Park Vista)                    
 Mildred Arnold (Geneseo) 

Kaye Duncan (Friendship Manor)      
 Hulda Miller (Solon, Iowa) 
Gladys Williams (Home)                      

Norma Strandlund (Hope Creek) 
          Phyllis Boardsen (Hope Creek) 

Dee Bertelsen  (Hope Creek) 
Gladys Reamy (Hope Creek) 

Myrta George (Texas) 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
John Crowe Jr. MD     Dustin Hergert 
Kristine Mattison            Nick Uzelac 

          Chris Ruff                    Wm. Robert Crouch 
Anthony Mathis            D.J. Gladfelter 
Galen Ryan                   Lauren Hugel  

 
REMEMBER OUR MISSIONARIES IN PRAYER 

HAITI    
Kihomi & Mabudiga Nzunga 

COSTA RICA   
 Lillian Solt 

CENTRAL MEXICO   
Chuck & Ramona Shawver 

EL SALVADO   
Kim Kurshner 

MURROW INDIAN CHILDREN’S HOME,  
OKLAHOMA    Betty Martin 

USA  Duane & Marsha Binkley                    

How's your prayer life doing?  Sometimes we 
are encouraged to pray when we pray with 
others. Come join a prayer group here at FBC 
or start a new one!  Also, we invite you to 
come and rest and pray in our beautiful 
prayer room in the chapel. Pray and meditate 
alone or pray with someone. The pastors and 
deacons pray before the worship service and 
after the worship.  A special prayer time is be-
ing devoted to praying for our church and re-
vival on Sunday's at 3 p.m. in the prayer 
room.  
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 THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 
Things to be thankful for?  Where to begin.  There’s always our thankfulness as Americans for our many freedoms includ-
ing are freedom to worship as we believe.  Because I’m writing this after our Sunday morning church service, the first 
thing that comes to mind is thankfulness for our wonderful church which means every one of you!  Particularly, I’m thank-
ful for our music ministry led by our Minister of Music, Jill Barnhart.   Thank you, Jill, for your service.  Our entire music 
ministry is so very meaningful for me.  We can’t forget Pam Crowe and the Praise Team.  There’s Carol Bentson and our 
bell choir.  And then there’s those who sing the Lord’s praises, our choir, Becky Hinton, Kevin Pierce,  Allison VanDe-
venter, Brad Dykeman, Perry Bentsen, etc., etc.  We can’t forget our Pastors Flint and Deb and their sons, Ben and Chris 
as they serve us in song and on the drums and guitar. Have I left anyone out?  Please let me know.  
 The following essay I found on the web.  I left out much of it due to space considerations.  To read the entire essay, it’s 
found on  www.gotquestions.org/thanksgiving-Christian.html.    
 “The original thanksgiving celebration was held by Pilgrim settlers in Massachusetts during their second winter in America in December 1621.  The first 
winter killed 44 of the original 102 colonists.  They came seeking religious freedom and gave thanks to God for His provisions.  In the New Testament, there 
are repeated admonitions to give thanks  to God:”  
 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   (1Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 
“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.”  (1 Timothy 2:1) 
“Of all of God’s gifts to be thankful for, the greatest one He has given is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.   May God grant that He may find us grateful every 
day for all His gifts, spiritual and material.”  
 
OUR VETERANS  
On Sunday, 14 November, we honored our own veterans and veterans of all wars.  One of the things that touched me was the quotes, "Freedom isn't free" 
and "Never forget."  It's something we should all remember.  God bless all those men and women who have given their very lives for us.  
   
PASTOR AUDLEY BRUCE 
 Recently Willie Newenham, Julie Rodell and Barb Chaney had a great visit with one of our church’s beloved, retired pastors, serving us 1964-1972.  He 
follows our church activities through this newsletter and visits from friends.  We had such a good visit that after a couple hours we were all still talking.  
Thanks go to Willie for arranging the visit.  He always welcomes visitors, but be sure to call ahead because  health issues. 
 
ARLEEN HEDBERG 
 Our church received a wonderful letter  from Arleen Hedberg.  She and her husband, Bob, were longtime members who gave of themselves in service to 
our church.  She noticed that we mentioned their wedding anniversary.  She said that it is the 60th..    Arleen says, “How fast time goes.  Bob and I were the 
first to be married in the new church, Newcomb Presbyterian on North Division in Davenport.  The organ had not been installed so we had a piano and violin 
for our music.  Over 400 attended.  Reception in church parlors.  It was the night before Thanksgiving and we are so thankful for how our life has been 
blessed by the Lord.”  Thank you, Arleen, for sharing good memories.  (If someone would like to read the entire letter, let me know.)    Does anyone else 
have wedding or other memories to share? 
 
ABWM FALL GATHERING 
On 23 October, American Baptist Women’s Ministries had their annual Fall Gathering in Belvidere IL.  Members from our church rode there with Pastor 
Sharon Farral.  Sue Hoople, spoke about saving our earth by consuming less and conserving more.  
 
The content of this newsletter editorial expresses the opinions/thoughts/beliefs of the editor and 
does not reflect the same of the pastors or the church as a whole.  

 
 HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHOM TO MARRY (WRITTEN BY KIDS) 

 
 “You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff.  Like, if you like sports, she should like it that you like 
sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.” (Alan, age 10) 
 
 No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry.  God decides it all way before, 
and you find out later who you’re stuck with.    (Kristen, age 10) 
 
  
Blessings 
Barbara Chaney 
  
   

 
  

Barbara Chaney 

CHURCHES UNITED STATISTICS  
3RD QUARTER 

 
 Meal Sites/Meals Served:    

 Hope United Church of Christ, 
Moline - Sunday only = 444  

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, East 
Moline = 2,091  

Salvation Army, Davenport = 
5,394 

 
 Winnie’s Place Shelter: 

 33 Women Served, 44 Children 
Served, 1,777 Meals Provided, 

294 Crisis Calls 
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KAREN  NEWS by Plaw Hio Thaw 
Why do I need to travel to the whole United States?  
 
I have two main objectives to answer this question:    
     1.  The first answer is to fulfill the scripture in Mark16:15 “Go 
into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  
When I was living in a Thailand Refugee camp, I read this  
scripture and I thought this scripture is not for me and our Karen 
people, because we don't have any money to travel, and we 
don't have any recommendation as a legal people. We have 
nothing,  no money, no passport, and we are not a legal people. 
So how can we travel all the world and preach the good new to 
all nations?  
     
 But God is great and faithful.  In Ecclesiastes 3:11  "He has 
made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in 
the hearts of men, yet they can't fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end.”    
For over 19 years in Thailand as a refugee, I felt hopeless.  We 
can't go back to Burma, and we didn't know how long we could  
stay in Thailand, because Thailand is not our country.  I  
remember when I was a little boy I use to sing a song that said 
“God will make a way when there seems to be no way.  He will 
make a way.” Today I do believe that God made the way for me 
and for our Karen people to go all over the world to preach the 
good new to all nations. Now God separates our Karen people 
over the whole United States and the whole world. That's why I 
have to travel to the whole United States and later I believe  -  
to the whole world.  
      
2. The second thing is to organize the Karen churches in the 
United States.  Now we are organizing K.B.C.USA which means  
Karen Baptist Churches in USA. I  travel to state by state and to 
place to place representing a Karen committee; to find a Karen 
pastor to be able to worship in Karen language.  Because even if 
they go to an American church they don't understand what the 
pastor is preaching. In some of the places, they don't have a 
place to worship God.  They have to worship in their apartments.   
They face many problems with parking and their children run 
across the streets.  They have to worry about their neighbors. 
We tried to find for them a place to be able to worship the Lord 
and also to connect them with the American Baptist Church. 
 
I especially want to thank First Baptist Church of Moline for  
supporting me with prayer.   


