
Who’s in Charge?



John 6:30-31  So they asked him, "What 
miraculous sign then will you give that we 
may see it and believe you? What will you 
do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the 

desert; as it is written: 'He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.'" 



51I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. If anyone eats of 
this bread, he will live forever. This 
bread is my flesh, which I will give 

for the life of the world." 



52Then the Jews began to 
argue sharply among 

themselves, "How can this man 
give us his flesh to eat?" 



53Jesus said to them, "I tell you the 
truth, unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you. 



54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise him up at the last day.



55For my flesh is real food and my 
blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats 

my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me, and I in him.



60 On hearing it, many of his 
disciples said, "This is a hard 
teaching. Who can accept it?" 



66 From this time many of 
his disciples turned back 

and no longer followed him. 



The crowd wanted to make 
Jesus King

•Sounds good – why not?
•He didn’t come to be the sort of king they 
wanted.
•They wanted Jesus as King to serve their 
purposes of overthrowing their enemies 
(Rome), making Israel first among nations, 
providing for all their needs (free fish and 
bread).



What’s the problem here?

Jesus is still part of their
plan.

Rather – we’re made to 
be part of his.



To speak of “eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood” was the 
language of new covenant.

•It meant becoming attached to Jesus in the 
closest possible way.
•Bound forever in a promise of love and 
commitment.
•As we say at communion, this meant “his life 
for ours” – his life given that we might have 
life.



This was what caused so many 
of his followers to leave – to go 

away sorrowfully.

•They couldn’t make Jesus the Lord 
of their lives, at the center of 
everything.
•He was asking that they re-orient
their lives to His.
•He wouldn’t become a part of their
plans.



So What?  That was then and 
this is now, right?

•Jesus confronts a key 
assumption about life.
• Who’s in charge?



1.  Our natural 
tendency is to 

assume we’re in 
charge, and can 

arrange our life as we 
please.

•This appeals to our independence 
and self-reliance, key values in our 
culture.
•Our theme song is, “I Did it My Way.”



In the popular 
movie, “Marley and 
Me”, the wife talks 
about her life plan 

and the proper 
sequence of events 
for husband, house, 

dog, career, kids, 
etc.



We want to map out our 
5, 10, 15, 20, 30 year 

plan.



Within this plan we might think a 
time will come when it’s “time to 

get back to church.”

News Bulletin:  God doesn’t 
want to be a part of your life-

plan.



Some of us might think of life 
like slices in a pie chart

•We’ve got family, career, 
hobbies, kids, house, car, travel, 
retirement, etc. – to which we 
add God.











News Bulletin:
God is nobody’s pie 

slice.



Or some people 
think of life like a 

house.

A nice, cozy place.
They pick and choose furniture.

They remodel this or that.
They may even make a little altar for God 

there.



News Bulletin:
God won’t be a little altar in 

your house.



He wants the whole house!



God is not 
there to serve 

your plans.
You are here to be part of His.
Or as Rick Warren, began his 

international best seller, The Purpose 
Driven Life, “It’s not about you.”



As strange as it may 
seem, your being here 

is not your idea.

•It’s God’s idea.
•Your story is meant to 
be part of his Plan.



So God has to be –

•not a slice of your 
pie, 
•or a spot in your 
house, 
•or a step in your 50-
year plan.



–He wants the whole pie!

He doesn’t want a slice 
of your pie.



He doesn’t want a spot in 
your cozy cottage

–He wants to be the 
designer, general 
contractor, and owner 
of the whole thing.



He’s not step 4,5, or 6 in 
your 40 year plan.

–He reserves the right to 
redesign the whole 
thing, turn it upside 
down, add parts you 
would have never 
dreamed.



So this is the point of 
repentance for Lent.

•We must all come to a point of 
saying to God and then living:  “You 
are God, and I’m Not.”
•As C.S. Lewis put it, we must all 
come to a point of saying to God, 
“Thy Will be Done” …
•Or God will one day sorrowfully say 
to us, “Thy will be done” as we 
willfully continue down the path of 
destruction.



•So although (1) our natural 
tendency is to assume we’re in 
charge, and can arrange our life as 
we please….



2.  God insists on being Lord 
over every part of our life.

•He is the one that we 
make first in every arena of 
life.
•Our lives are to be a 
“dome” in which Jesus is 
King and Lord.



In contrast to this, American 
Christianity has too often  bought 

into a “cheap grace”.
•It doesn’t matter how I live 
now.
•I’ve made my decision, I 
received Jesus into my heart, I 
walked the aisle, “amazing 
grace how sweet the sound”.



Yes, God’s grace is amazing 
because we are each in utter 

need of it.

•But God’s grace is the costly 
sacrifice of a Holy God, given at 
highest cost …
•And given to lead to repentance.
•Repentance means to re-organize 
and re-orient your life around him.



3.  There’s no such thing as 
cheap grace in the New 

Testament.

•Jesus didn’t teach it.
•Nor did Paul, or Peter or John
•It’s NOT THERE.



God’s grace is not cheap.

• It cost the ultimate sacrifice –
the death of Jesus Christ on 
the Cross

• “Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my life, my heart, my 
all.”



Instead the New Testament was 
birthed and spread outward on 
the proclamation, and heart-by-

heart profession of faith that 
“Jesus in Lord”!



So the question is where are 
you?  Who’s in charge?




