
Lighten Up



40 days of Lent and 
just 1 day of Easter 

seems sort of overkill, 
don’t you think?



The church calendar 
agrees with you

Inserted in the days of Lent is 
Sunday to “lighten up” just when 

you need it
It’s called Lætare Sunday, or the 

Sunday for refreshing or Mothering 
Sunday.



The story following the 
story of the Pharisee and 

the tax collector is a 
gentle yet powerful 
reminder of that…

… It’s about kids.



Luke 18:15-17  People were also 
bringing babies to Jesus to have him 
touch them. When the disciples saw 
this, they rebuked them. 



Luke 18:16  But Jesus called the 
children to him and said, "Let the 
little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. 



Luke 18:17  I tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it." 



















If we must receive the Kingdom 
of God like a child, we better 

figure out how to do this.

Our question today:  
How do you “receive”

something like a 
child?



1. Children are trustful.

•They are 
trustfully forgetful 
in their parent’s 
love.
•Rough times will 
surely come, but 
we’ll be held safe in 
the arms of Abba 
Father.



Small Children have a 
simple, basic trust.

•They live in the moment.
•As long as their parent or 
caregiver is okay, they are 
okay.



It’s easy to worry and fret 
about what might be.

•Children in their mother’s care 
are content to know that she will 
take care of the next thing.
•We trust God for our daily bread

–… not for next week’s bread



Exodus 16:1-20
Then Moses said to them, 
"No one is to keep any of it 
until morning.“ However, 
some of them paid no 
attention to Moses; they kept 
part of it until morning, but it 
was full of maggots and 
began to smell. So Moses 
was angry with them. 



2. Children are accepting. 
•They don’t play 
the comparison 
game.
•They don’t place 
others on the grid 
of better or 
worse.



In this way this story has 
the same message as the 
story of the Pharisee and 
the tax collector before it.



In this passage the disciples 
are in effect saying,

•These children are 
unimportant (the comparison 
ranking game) and …
•Jesus is important and has 
important things to do.



On the other hand,

•The children are on a completely 
other planet from the disciples.
•They don’t make judgments of 
others.
•The disciple’s attitude is clear 
from the parallel passage in 
Matthew 18



Matthew 18:1-3  At that time the 
disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
"Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?" He called a little child 
and had him stand among them. 
And he said: "I tell you the truth, 

unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter 

the kingdom of heaven.



“Who is the greatest?” is to 
once again play the 
comparison game.

•Whose better than who?
•This is the wrong question, 
wrong kingdom.



So children are trusting 
and accepting and …



3. Children are simple.

•There is a simplicity about 
children that is basic to true 
human growth.
•“The man of true greatness 
never loses his child’s heart”
Mencius (372 – 289 B.C.) 
Chinese Philosopher.



When we grow up, we 
make things complicated
• Our thoughts get in the 
way.
• Children are able to 
intuitively recognize and 
love the good, the right, 
the true.



Ever noticed …we reach a 
certain age and spend all the 

time thinking we must grow up.

•It seems children try to look 
like adults earlier and earlier
•Peers shun those who are 

not cool.
–It’s cool to be “worldly wise”.



We work so hard to be “worldly 
wise”, only for Jesus to tell us we 

must become children again.

C.S. Lewis writes in the 
dedication of The Lion, the 

Witch, and the Wardrobe, to his 
teenage niece Lucy: “some day 
you will be old enough to start 

reading fairy tales again." 



Paul said that the gospel 
was “foolishness to the 

Greeks.”
•It wasn’t philosophically 
sophisticated enough.
•“How can the death of 
one man on a cross save 
the world?”



So, how do you “receive”
the Kingdom of God  like 
a child?   Children are …

•Trustful
•Accepting
•Simple




