
Return of the 
World’s True Lord



We’ve talked about our Lord’s 
resurrection - Easter

… We talked about the 
resurrection of the dead and 

renewal of the earth.
… Today we talk about the return

of the world’s true Lord that is 
synchronous with the resurrection 

and renewal.



1.  The first Christians wanted
the Lord to return.



This sounds strange to us 
today.

How many of us pray “Maranatha”?

Would we prefer He wait a little longer 
so that fulfill our plans?



The first believers wanted the 
world’s true Lord to return

•To finally and completely fix all that 
was broken and twisted around them
•As in the Old Testament, the day of 
the Lord meant radical healing and 
renewal.



2.  Today, we miss the impact 
of the word  “Lord”.

Today many claim that Jesus 
is Lord, but he’s Lord of 

nothing in particular.



“Instead of asking yourself whether 
you believe or not, ask yourself 

whether you have, this day, done 
one thing because He said, Do it! or 

once abstained because He said, 
Do not do it! It is simply absurd to 
say you believe, or even want to 
believe, in Him, if you do not do 

anything He tells you.”
George MacDonald



I sit in Panera Bread and try to 
imagine telling the guy in the next 
booth that this man who left 1,979 

years ago is going to return.

• He will rule.
•He will judge.



Yet this is what the New 
Testament clearly describes.



In the book of Acts …
• “… he is the one whom God appointed as judge of 

the living and the dead.” Acts 10:42
• “For he has set a day when he will judge the world 

with justice by the man he has appointed. He has 
given proof of this to all men by raising him from the 
dead." Acts 17:31

• “He must remain in heaven until the time comes for 
God to restore everything, as he promised long ago 
through his holy prophets.” Acts 3:21

• “With great power the apostles continued to testify 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” Acts 4:33

• “You know the message God sent to the people of 
Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of all.” Acts 10:36



So what will his 
return be like?



3.  His will be a royal return – the 
return of the World’s True Lord.

• He will return in 
the same way that 
he left.

• The return of the 
King – “The 
World’s True 
Lord”

• 3 key passages



20But our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21who, by the power that enables 
him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body. 

Philippians 3:20,21



This is the image of a 
king returning to his 

colony.

• Rome had cities and regions 
that were far from Rome

• In these cities were Roman 
citizens – often soldiers that 
had been given land there.

• When the king returned, the 
subjects go out to meet him 
and escort him into the city.



16For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage 

each other with these words. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18



These verses are interpreted by 
some as the rapture or removal of 

believers to heaven.

• This view was expressed by the 
Plymouth Brethren in the 1800’s  

• This was not the view of the 
church for the first 1800 years

• There are many views of the 
“second coming”.  That’s okay!



An alternative to the rapture view of 
believers being taken up to heaven …

• It’s not a meeting to leave the 
earth, but to welcome the 
World’s True Lord to the Earth

• It’s the imagery of the subjects 
going out to welcome the king 
into their city (just like Phil. 3).



51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
53For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54When the perishable has been clothed with 

the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will 
come true: "Death has been swallowed up in 

victory." 
1 Corinthians 15:51-54



1 Corinthians 15 sounds something 
like 1 Thessalonians 4

• Emphasis of this 
passage is the 
transformation and 
resurrection.



We can become preoccupied 
with the date and the time of the 

Lord’s coming.

Some of this borders on trying 
to predict the future.

Hey – no one knows the day or 
the hour, so be prepared.



The point of these 
passages is the world’s 

true Lord returning to earth 
to rule.

It’s renewed heaven and 
renewed earth joined 

together and God living 
with us.



The question is,
“Is He your Lord 

and Savior?”
Are You Prepared?




