


Changing and
Changeless
Worship



1. Where We're going:
Every nation, tribe and
tongue will worship
around the throne of God.

* Do you plan to hang out with your
kind of group in heaven?

e Do you think God will let you?




Revelation 7:9 Is a picture of the
Kingdom of God in all its diversity.

“After this | looked and there before
me was a great multitude that no
one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the
throne and in front of the Lamb.”




There are over
6000 languages.

e|magine worship
around the world In
all those languages!




2. Where we've
been and where we
are now: Incredible
diversity of Worship




Andrew Walls asks
us to Imagine a
visitor from another
planet observing
the church through
time and place. It
all seems different.
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In the 1St century
It begins as

& ), Jewish believers

huddled In
homes —
praying, singing,
sharing life
together.




We spring forward to
the 11% century, we
find a devout monk In
the chilly waters of the
Atlantic expressing his
devotion by standing
with arms extended for
hours.




Then we find the | &
scene changes to BEESEEEET
the British House FOSa—
of Commons, Ha=
where believers
are arguing for
the abolition of

slavery.




Next, we are In the an African
village at the end of the 20t
century, where believers move
through the streets dancing their
faith.




Yet, despite all these
changing expressions
of worship, we find they
all worship the same
Lord. It's core faith Is
the same.




They all observe on a regular basis
the eating and drinking of bread
and wine (juice) to remember their
Savior’s broken body and spilled
blood, given for them.




They all observe some form of
sprinkling, or pouring or immersion
In water to symbolize their leaving

the old life and entering the new.




3. So what Is valid
worship?

 We naturally like what’s
comfortable and familiar to us,
and dislike what's not.

 The main issue: Is it an
sincere, honest expression of
worship for the worshipper?




So what Is valid worship?

eJohn 4:24
God Is spirit, and his
worshipers must
worship In spirit and In




Diversity of worship
reminds us that God
himself Is Infinitely
creative and loves the
multi-faceted beauty of his
creation expressed In
worship.




Different
worship IS
like art on

God’s
Refrigerator
Door




4. Worship Is meant to not just
please and inspire us, but also

stretch us and teach us love.
e If you are completely

comfortable with all parts of
our worship service something
IS wrong!

e We Include different parts to

represent the different parts of
the body.




1 Corinthians 14: 26
What then shall we say,
brothers? When you come
together, everyone has a hymn,
or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an
Interpretation. All of these must
be done for the strengthening of
the church.




1 Corinthians 13 iIs the “Love
Chapter”

e It's found “smack dab” in the middle
of 1 Corinthians 12,13, 14 — Paul’s
main teaching about worship

 The main thing: No matter what the
particular expression of worship,
loving God and loving one another Is

Key.




So we have . ..

e Children’s  Praise songs
worship e Songs with drums,
e Diminishing guitar, piano
lights e Preaching/Teaching
* Organ music « Use of imagery and
o Hymns visuals
e Anthems  Meditation & prayer

e Drama




5. How can we stand 1t?

e Ephesians 5:21 “Submit
to one another out of
reverence for Christ.”




So we come full circle to Lent

* The season of dying to
self so we can embrace
new life.










